
Land Use Agreement  
 
Between: 
 
Les Paniers d'Aylmer (Aylmer Backyard Farms)/address:__________________________________ 
 
and:  
 
Landowner/address:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
1. The Land. The landowners agree to rent a portion of land on their property to Aylmer Backyard 
Farms for the exclusive use of growing vegetables, flowers and herbs. The land, called «plot» from 
hereon, is approximately _____ square feet and is located on the ____________ side of the 
landowners residential building. 
 
2. Use of the Land. Aylmer Backyard Farms agrees to use the land for the sole purpose of sustainable 
vegetable gardening and for no other purpose and not to allow the plot to be used by anyone other than 
those gardening with them as employees, contract workers or volunteers. 
 
3. Term. Aylmer Backyard Farms will be allowed to use the land for the entire _2012_farming season 
(April 1 – December 1).  If the property is sold midseason, Aylmer Backyard Farms will be allowed to 
finish out the season.  As a courtesy, the landowner agrees to notify Aylmer Backyard Farms of any 
intent to sell or landscape or change the property containing the land prior to doing so. This Land Use 
Agreement is valid for the year it is signed. 
 
4. Right of Entry. The landowner agrees that Aylmer Backyard Farms, its staff, volunteers and 
workshares are entitled to enter on the property surrounding the plot without prior notice with the sole 
purpose of accessing the plot. The landowners may enter the plot at any time once designated and well 
marked paths are set up at which time they agree to stay on said paths and to ensure that all who enter 
do so as well. Dogs are not allowed in the plot. The landowners understand that on occasion, deliveries 
of compost, manure, straw may be made. If necessary, Aylmer Backyard Farms will inform the 
landowner when these will take place. 
 
5. Work Schedule. Aylmer Backyard Farms agrees to work primarily between 7am and 6pm Monday 
to Friday, however will at times need to access the garden area on weekends and in the evening. 
Aylmer Backyard Farms respects the privacy of the landowner and will make reasonable effort to give 
the landowner at least ½ day email notice in the case of irregular hours. 
 
6. Growing Practices. Aylmer Backyard Farms will use only organic growing practices. The 
landowners agree that the use of any chemicals or non-organically certified and approved pesticides or 
herbicides in the plot and on their property that contains the plot is prohibited, and that doing so would 
compromise its overall organic nature and would be considered a violation of this land use agreement. 
Most work will be completed with simple (and quiet) hand tools. Aylmer Backyard Farms will 
communicate with the landowner in the event heavier equipment will be needed. 
 
7. Water Usage. Aylmer Backyard Farms will have access to the water tap on the exterior of the 
residential building on the property for overhead watering, washing vegetables and tools as well as drip 
irrigation. Depending on the location and type of irrigation, the landowner may have to run a hose 
between the house and garden plot throughout the season. Both parties agree to use water wisely with 
as little waste as possible. 
 



8. Compost. Aylmer Backyard Farms will build a compost area close to the plot. The landowner agrees 
to provide Aylmer Backyard Farms with all of their acceptable surplus kitchen and yard waste. The 
resulting compost will be utilised to maintain a healthy and productive garden. 
 
9. Garden Maintenance. All duties associated with maintaining the health and productivity of the plot 
are the sole responsibility of Aylmer Backyard Farms. Aylmer Backyard Farms commits to keeping the 
area tidy and, at the end of the season to ensure the plot is cleaned up and ready for the next spring. 
The landowner understands that the plot is  a working garden (urban farm) that will consist of 
vegetables, herbs and flowers with a mixture of crops growing at different times. The landowner is 
responsible for erecting and building a fence to protect the garden plot and to provide water access to 
the plot. Aylmer Backyard Farms is responsible for all other costs related to the succesful and 
sustainable production of organic vegetables including preparation, labour, plants, seeds, compost, 
manure, straw, tools, irrigation, row cover, etc.  
 
10. Garden Produce. Aylmer Backyard Farms is entitled to ownership of all vegetable, herbs, flowers 
and fruit grown in the plot. The landowner releases to Aylmer Backyard Farms any claim of ownership 
over produce grown within the area and agrees to respect the garden, vegetables and fruits contained 
within as property belonging to Aylmer Backyard Farms. Neither the landowner nor Aylmer Backyard 
Farms shall willingly, nor through negligence, cause damage to this property or disrupt its organic 
nature. 
 
11. Payment. Aylmer Backyard Farms will provide the landowner with an «urban share» (weekly 
basket of fresh vegetables) in lieu of rent for the land. An urban share will be delivered for 
approximately 17 weeks between late June and early October. An urban share has an approximate 
value of $320 (2011 market value). The landowner understands that in spite of the best efforts of 
Aylmer Backyard Farms, the amount and diversity of produce available any given year is dependant on 
several factors including soil fertility, weather and pests. For more information, please visit our urban 
shares. 
 
12. Liability. The landowner agrees to release Aylmer Backyard Farms from any liability associated 
with its use of the property. The landowner will ensure he/she has adequate insurance on the property 
and indemnify Aylmer Backyard Farms against any claims should anyone other than associates of 
Aylmer Backyard Farms enter onto the property with or without the landowner's permission and 
become injured/deceased as a result of Aylmer Backyard Farms activities on the property.  
 
Aylmer Backyard Farms agrees to release the landowner from any liability and claims against 
injury/death brought forth by associates of Aylmer Backyard Farms be it related or unrelated to it's 
activities on the property. Aylmer Backyard Farms will indemnify the landowner against any such 
claims. Neither Aylmer Backyard Farms nor the landowner will be held responsible for injury to any 
person entering on the plot nor surrounding property. 
 
Definition of an Aylmer Backyard Farm associate: Any person who is invited by Aylmer Backyard Farms 
onto a property be it related or unrelated to its gardening activities. 
 
SIGNED: 

Aylmer Backyard Farms (Les Paniers d'Aylmer):____________________________________________ 

Landowner:________________________________________________________________________ 

Date:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Location:__________________________________________________________________________ 


